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.Berlin (German: [ˈbɛʁliɐ];[ˈɛraliɐ];[ˈbrɛʁliɐ];[ˈɛraɐiɐ];plural form:Berliner;(female form:)Berlinerin) is the capital and largest city of Germany, and one of its 16 constituent members. It is located mainly on the north bank of the River Spree, and is the seat of the German federal government, the German state of
Brandenburg, and the European Union. The city is renowned for its world-class architecture, its vibrant artistic community, and its political centre-left orientation. It is highly urbanised and ethnically diverse, with more than one million residents. The name is believed to be derived from the local Slavonic word for

"border" (Berl, the 8th century BC), or from the phrase "bella civitas" (loosely translated as "beautiful city"), which was mentioned by the ancient geographer Ptolemy in his 2nd century AD Geography. A member of the Hanseatic League, the city was given its charter in 1237 by Emperor Frederick II, followed by the
Reichstag in 1806. Berlin was the capital of the German Reich from 1871 to 1933, and again from 1990 to 1998. It is one of the few German cities to have regained its original name. It is home to the German Chancellery, the Brandenburgish Chancellery, and the Berlin Cathedral. Berlin is classified as a city-state

(German: Stadtstaat). It is bounded by Brandenburg to the north and east, and by the Brandenburg municipalities of Märkisch-Oderland and Zehlendorf to the south and west, with a total area of 2,166 square kilometres (837sqmi) and a population of about 3.5 million. The city is known for its contrasts, evident not
only in its many historic city districts but also in its architecture, parks, and the public transport, which includes several fully automated light rail networks. The city's main monuments are located in Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf, the Tiergarten, the Pariser Platz, and Alexanderplatz. In its present form the city of Berlin

dates from the 17th and 18th centuries. During this period, Berlin was repeatedly reshaped by wars and fires.
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